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Everything Trump Does Must Be Viewed Through This Single Lens

By Frank Rich

Most weeks, New York Magazine writeratlarge Frank Rich speaks with contributor Alex Carp about the biggest
stories in politics and culture. Today: Trump’s attacks on his attorney general, the Senate’s healthcare vote, and
new messaging from the Democrats.

New White House Communications Director Anthony Scaramucci pledged to “fire everybody” to stop leaks
to the press and almost immediately threatened Reince Priebus, implicitly accusing him of a felony.
Meanwhile, the rift between Trump and Attorney General Jeff Sessions suggests Sessions may be
out before long. What does Trump hope to gain from the purges in the highest reaches of his
administration?
At this juncture the priorities of Donald Trump have winnowed down to a single agenda item: saving himself and his
family from legal culpability for their campaign interactions with the Russians and their efforts to cover up those
transactions ever since. Almost everything this president does must be viewed through this single lens. If you do
so, you’ll find his actions usually make sense.

This overriding motive explains both this week’s orchestrated staff turmoil in the White House and the simultaneous
assaults on the civil rights of transgender American troops and all LBGTQ employees in the private workplace. The
primary purpose of all of it is to distract from investigations into potential Trumpfamily criminality and to galvanize a
base that Trump believes will protect him against the rule of law. If you have already forgotten Jared Kushner’s
loopholestrewn profession of innocence from Monday, that’s the point.

It would seem particularly counterintuitive for Trump to go after the likeminded Sessions, who was not only the first
sitting senator to endorse his campaign but whose Department of Justice has just filed the court papers seeking to
cripple federal civilrights law to roll back protections for employees based on sexual orientation. Sessions also
shares Trump’s xenophobic opposition to immigration and his antediluvian approach to criminal justice. What’s
more, Session’s political allies are Trump’s allies — from conservative Republican senators like Richard Shelby
and Orrin Hatch to media cheerleaders like Breitbart and Tucker Carlson. But all of that is negated by Trump’s sole
priority of derailing the Russian investigation. Trump assumed that Sessions would fix the investigation on his
behalf, much as he expected corruptible local officials to fix his legal violations as a realestate developer, and was
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The Drawing I Can’t Stop Thinking About From Frieze New York

By Jerry Saltz

A great work of art from 1875 never seen in any museum, almost never seen at all, and all but lost to history, sat
radioactive on the wall of a small gallery at the recent Frieze New York art fair. A simple depiction in prismatic hues
— pencil and lustrous color — somehow expressed a thousand anxieties, lost freedom, emotions secreted away,
omens of anger, empty worlds, tears, and the life of a captive. We see a canary yellow locomotive pulling a
decorated red coal car and an invisible payload moving in an 1875 landscape of fields of corn, front yards, wooden
fences, towns, buildings, and tracks, all running through the back of America’s memory. This is the end of the
journey of 72 Cheyenne, Arapaho, and Kiowa prisoners of war found guilty without trial and all taken south and
east away from their native lands of eastern Colorado, western Kansas, northern New Mexico, Oklahoma, and the
Texas panhandle. Removed from a region that once teemed with herds of wild horses and bison and the traditional
Plains way of life, they were piled on horse carts, ships, and train and brought to a prison camp at Fort Marion in St.
Augustine, Florida.

The artist is Bear’s Heart, one of the 72 prisoners on that fateful forgotten train. Once the captives reached Fort
Marion they were subjected to rigorous military discipline and forced labor. However, to please visiting tourists the
prisoners were also encouraged to draw. Thus, like prisoners everywhere, these artists found coded ways to depict
their captivity. The picture gives us an instantaneous spatial and emotional estuary of warring integrating opposites.
The vantage point of the drawing flips from frontal and straight on — the left being the bottom of the image with the
tracks turning right, to an overhead depiction of a planted field and fences curving in every direction. This is also
the last lost moment of life outside camp walls, with color, a sense of life in the world, a world that is enjoyed not

Ledger Drawing, circa 1875–78, attributed to Bear’s Heart (1851–82), exhibited at
the Frieze New York Art Fair. Photo: John Bigelow Taylor/Courtesy of Donald Ellis
Gallery, New York
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endured. The thought that the person who made this paid with years of his life for the “honor” of creating it drills into
my heart.

In other drawings, the 24yearold Bear’s Heart depicted Cheyenne cosmology, dragonflies, and butterflies. For
millennia it was imagined that art could heal wounds, be a balm to history, defeat, death, and loss. In our museums
we feel this. But we cannot know this with Bear’s Heart’s gleaming hellish drawing. This is because almost none of
the many great ledger drawings made in this period have ever been integrated into any museum permanent
collection of this period. I think it could go up against anything made anywhere in 1875. And should. Soon. As for
Bear’s Heart, he soon settled at the CheyenneArapaho Agency in Oklahoma in 1881, where he died of
tuberculosis the year of his 30th birthday.

*This article has been expanded since its original publication. A version of this article appears in the May 29, 2017,
issue of New York Magazine.
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